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“Praising God For the Peace the Savior Brings” 

NEWSLETTER 

“Lord, now You are letting Your 
servant depart in peace, according 
to Your Word”  – Luke 2:29 
   I wish to offer a brief meditation 
on Simeon’s hymn of praise entitled 
the “Nunc Dimittis”. This title is 
derived from the first two words in 
the Latin translation of the hymn. 
They mean “now You dismiss”. 
   On the night of Jesus’ birth the 
angel had said to the shepherds  
that he was bringing them Good 
News to be shared with all people 
everywhere. He proclaimed that  
the Savior was born that day in 
Bethlehem! Immediately there  
appeared a large number of angels 
who sang “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among 
those with Whom He is pleased!” 
   That magnificent event had  
occurred nearly a month and a  
half ago. Simeon, a righteous and 
faithful believer in Jerusalem, was 
now patiently waiting for the day 
when God would allow him to  
see with his own eyes the Lord’s 
promised Savior. The Holy Spirit 
had revealed to him in some way 
that he would not die until he had 
viewed the Messiah. The time had 
finally come. It must have been a 
complete shock and surprise to  
Joseph and Mary for this total 
stranger to lift this precious baby 
from their arms, but they did not 
protest. How could they - when 
they heard Simeon joyfully praising 
and thanking God for keeping His 
promise. He had seen the Christ 
Child. The promises of God are  
always true!   
   Simeon makes clear that while  
his physical eyes saw the body of 
the baby Jesus, his spiritual eyes  
of faith saw the promised Savior 
long-waited for by God’s people  
in the Old Testament. Simeon stood 
in the main temple in Jerusalem  
on that day as a representative of 
the past and all who patiently and 

longingly waited for the Messiah to 
come. It is therefore with a joyful 
sigh of relief that Simeon says 
“Lord, now You are letting Your 
servant depart in peace” for the 
time of waiting is over. “The Savior 
is here!” says Simeon. “Now I have 
peace because I am freed from all 
my longing and waiting. But there’s 
more! I am freed from the haunting 
accusations of my conscience be-
cause of my sins. I am at peace with 
God because the Savior I hold in 
my arms will pay for all my sins.” 
Simeon knew of the peace that the 
apostle Paul would describe later in 
his letter to the Romans: 
“Therefore, since we have been jus-
tified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”    
   All of this would have been more 
than enough to cause Simeon to 
raise his voice in praise to God. But 
as he held the Christ Child in his 
arms, he saw more. He saw that this 
little child would bring peace to the 
whole world. God had planned His 
salvation in eternity before the 
world was created. He moved all of 
human history to carry out His plan 
so that the Savior would be born at 
just the right time.    
   While it was true that salvation 
was intended first for the Jews since 
they were God’s chosen people, the 
Gentiles were certainly not to be 
excluded. The light of the Gospel 
would also remove the darkness of 
their own unbelief and show them 
the glory of Jesus Christ as their 
Savior.  
   For the Jewish nation, Jesus, the 
promised Savior born in their midst, 
was their glory. But He will be their 
glory in heaven only if they believe 
in Him as their Savior.  
   Our use of Simeon’s “Nunc 
Dimittus” in our Holy Communion 
liturgy is very appropriate. After we 
have confessed our sins and in true 
faith received forgiveness in Jesus 

Christ’s true Body and true Blood, 
we can sing with joyful hearts 
“Lord, now You are letting Your 
servant depart in peace, according 
to Your Word.” Our sins are  
forgiven and we have peace with 
God.   
   “Nunc Dimittus” – may these 
words be on our lips every time we 
receive the Lord’s forgiveness of 
our sins and also in the hour of our 
death. Then we too will live and die 
at peace with God.     
AN EPIPHANY PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
world, help us so to follow You that 
we may never walk in darkness but 
have the light of life. As men were 
led by the brightness of Your light 
to come and worship You, illumine 
our hearts so that the veil of dark-
ness and death may be lifted from 
our eyes and we may see the salva-
tion of our God. We believe that 
You are the Word made flesh and 
that You dwell among us. Use this 
blessed season to help us see Your 
glory, the glory as of the Only-
begotten of the Father, so that You 
may be grace and truth to us. In 
Your Name we pray. Amen.  
      Wishing You Epiphany Light 
and Joy,                        Pastor Riley 

 LUTHERAN WITNESS 
     Subscriptions for the Lutheran  
Witness, a publication of the  
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
are $11.00 per year.  To renew or 
enter a new subscription, please  
use the SUBSCRIPTION envelope 
in your box of 2020 offering  
envelopes.  These envelopes may 
be placed in the offering plate or 
given to Jane McClure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Thank you to everyone     
  in the  congregation   
  whose hard work and  
  talents made the  
Christmas Season here 

at St. John’s wonderful.   
  Special thanks to Jeff Windoloski, 
who spent hours practicing,  
planning and coordinating music 
for the services, and working  with 
the choir.  Also thank you to the 
hand chime choir, senior choir, and  
soloists for their gifts of sharing the 
beautiful music for the Savior’s 
Birth. 
       Also, we, the staff members  
of St. John’s wish to express our  
personal thanks to the congregation 
for their Christmas Gifts which 
were presented to each of us  
on Christmas Day.  Your thought-
fulness and kindness is greatly  
appreciated.   
     Have a Blessed New Year! 

Pastor Riley, Jeff Windoloski,  
Jane McClure, 

 
A Note of Thanks 
My family and I wish to 
thank everyone who 
presented us with gifts, 
sent cards and exchanged greetings 
during the Christmas season. Your 
love and thoughtfulness are truly 
appreciated. We enjoy living in 
Western Mass and serving all of 
you. “I give thanks to my God  
always for you because of the grace 
of God that was given you in Christ 
Jesus” -  1 Corinthians 1:4. 
 
Love in Christ,  
Pastor, Vicki, and Shannon Riley   
 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS  
are needed throughout the 2020 
year.  If you would like to host, all 
that  one needs to do is bake, bring 
in juice, serve and clean-up.  There 
is a sign-up sheet located in the 
church foyer or speak to Erika  or 
Linda Slozak if you are willing to 
volunteer.  A sign-up sheet is  
located on the Coffee hour table. 
 
 

WinGS: Women  
in God’s Service 
  The women have  
been very busy the last 
month.  “O Antiphons” Candlelight 
Dinner was beautiful and a mean-
ingful way to begin the Advent sea-
son as we waited for the celebration 
of the birth of Our Savior.  Thank 
you to all who made the Advent 
dinner such a success with the dec-
orating, cooking, narrating the sto-
ry, and cleaning up afterwards.  
   A Christmas tree with all the  
decorations was donated and  
delivered to the Westfield Gardens.  
This donation was greatly  
appreciated by the members.  
    Thank you to all of the ladies 
who spent the time to help clean 
and decorate the church for  
Christmas.  Special thanks to Biggs 
Jakobowski for cleaning the  
windows. The church looked  
beautiful. 
     We will be taking down the  
decorations on Saturday, January 
11, starting at 10:00 a.m.   
      The next WinGS meeting  
will be on January 18 at noon  
follow by a luncheon in Room 8. 
Shannon Riley will be giving a 
presentation on her mission trip to 
Hong Kong last summer. All are 
welcome to come and listen to 
Shannon share her experiences. 
 
The following have      
signed up for flowers  
for the months of   
January & February:  
        January 5– open 
         January 12–  Sienkiewicz (1) 
         January 19 - open 
         January 26– Sienkiewicz (1) 
         February 2- Kousch Fund (2)  
         February 9– McClure (1)   
         February 16 -  Sienkiewicz (1) 
         February 23 - Sienkiewicz (1) 
If you would like to sign up in the 
2020 FLOWER BOOK  
located on the round table in the 
church foyer.  We can do up to 
three bouquets per Sunday.  The 
cost per bouquet is $21.00.  Checks 
are to be made payable to St. John’s 
Flower Fund.  
 

 
 

GBARNGA MISSION 
LUNCHEON 

January 5, 2020 
     Jon Rossman, will be our guest 
speaker from Gbarnga Lutheran 
Mission Project which was founded 
by Reverend Leon Schultz and 
members of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Providence, 
RI.  A presentation will be given 
directly after the morning worship 
to explain this wonderful mission 
with a luncheon being served.  St. 
John’s WinGS are blessed to be a 
part of this mission by sponsoring 
two children.  A free will offering 
will be gathered and 
given to this wonder-
ful mission. 
 
VOLUNTEERS are needed to help 
take down our Christmas  
decorations on Saturday,  
January 11th, beginning at 10:00 
a.m.  Many hands make 
for light work! 
     Volunteers  are  
needed to care for the  
altar during the upcoming 
months in 2020.  This 
past year, we were short of help.  
Please consider offering your time 
to help our church with this activi-
ty. If you cannot do a full month, 
two weeks will be fine.  This activi-
ty doesn’t take a lot of time and is 
very easy to do.   Men, women, and 
teens are welcome.   Training will 
be provided for those who are inter-
ested.  For questions, contact Jane 
(562-0492). 
2020 CHURCH COUNCIL &  
ELDERS 
President—Bill Schneeloch 
Vice-President—Tom McClure 
Secretary—Jane McClure 
Treasurer—James Love 
Financial Secretary— Doris Love 
Trustees—Mark Baldyga, Rudy 
Musterait and Gary Wolfe 
Elders—Paul Brose, Bill 
Schneeloch, Bill Wigham, Gary  
Wolfe, Rich Conroy, & Dan  
Provost 
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Super Bowl Grinders 
It is that time of year again when 
the fans will enjoy the Super 
Bowl on Sunday, February 2nd.  
What a great day to have a  
grinder and/or purchase one for a 
lunch during the week. Please 
support the youth group. We will 
be taking grinder orders from  
January 12-26 at church or you 
may call Jane at 562-0492 to 
place an order. Each grinder is 
$6.00, same as last year, with 
choices of meatball, roast beef, 
ham, turkey, or Italian.  
      
 
 
A NEW SIGN-UP SHEET HAS 
BEEN POSTED OUTSIDE  THE 
CHURCH OFFICE  
     Please help in the continuing 
outreach mission project of our 
Radio Broadcast of Sunday  
morning worship. Broadcasts can 
be heard each Sunday at 7:30 a.m. 
on WHYN (560 AM). The cost 
for the program is $125 per week.   
If you are interested in sponsoring 
a broadcast (or a part of a broad-
cast) in memory of or in honor of 
anyone please call the church or 
sign up on the sheet outside the 
office door. Donations of any 
amount are welcome.  
Additionally, we have posted  
previous weeks’ broadcasts on 
our website along with the  
associated bulletin.  
     Let us know if there is a shut-
in or someone who missed a 
week, and we will email a link so 
they can hear the whole service.  
Just log onto  
http://stjohnswestfield.org; links 
to the broadcasts and the weekly 
bulletins are on the main page. 
     Please see/call Bill Schneeloch 
(860-604-5264) or e-mail at  
radio@stjohnswestfield.org with 
any questions. 
 

MID-WEEK BIBLE 
STUDY 
     Make it your 
New Year’s resolu-
tion to join Pastor Riley as he 
continues his mid-week Bible 
Study in the month of January. 
The morning group meets at 
10:00 a.m. The  
evening group meets at 6:00 
p.m. The  response has been 
very good, but we will always 
welcome more people. We are 
studying the last book of the 
Holy Bible–the Revelation  
given to the Apostle John.  
As we examine this divinely 
inspired Scripture, we will 
rejoice at the ultimate defeat  
of Satan and all the forces of 
evil. We will be reassured in 
the confident hope which we, 
and all believers, have in our 
reigning Savior Jesus. We can 
look forward to sharing in the 
final, glorious destiny of all 
those who trust in Jesus for 
their eternal salvation.    
A PRAYER  
Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, without Your help our 
labor is useless, and without 
Your light our search is in  
vain. Invigorate our study  
of Your holy Word that, by  
due diligence and right  
discernment, we may establish 
ourselves and others in Your 
holy faith; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
 SUNDAY  SCHOOL NEWS 
      We would like  
to thank Susan  
Owen for all of her 
hard work with the 
children in making  
our Christmas  
Program a success.  
The children were great telling 
the wonderful story of Jesus’ 
Birth! 
  

 
 
 

New England Branch 
     Quiet months ???? – not really. 
     Typically, the time between 
Christmas and Easter we don’t do 
many shipments. However, we 
still meet every Monday to do 
packing and sorting. If you’re  
interested, please contact Bill 
Schneeloch. Usual time is from 
about 9 a.m. to noon. This is at 
our warehouse at 33 South Main 
Street in Terryville, CT 
     Your financial support is  
always needed and appreciated. 
Checks should be made payable 
to: Orphan Grain Train, New  
England Branch. And can be 
mailed to OGT-NE  c/o LCMS-
NED, 400 Wilbraham Road, 
Springfield, MA 01109 
     Please keep OGT in your  
prayers.  
  

The ONE  
YEAR BIBLE  
CHALLENGE 
     Once again, St. 
John’s is providing 
you with free KJV 
Bibles: The One 
Year Bible. This daily reading  
Bible divides the text into 365 
sections, so you can read through 
the entire Bible in one year― 
in as little as 15 minutes a day! 
     The One Year Bible is put in a 
user-friendly format with each 15-
minute daily reading includes a 
portion from the Old Testament, 
the New Testament, Psalms, and 
Proverbs. This arrangement of 
Scripture brings variety and a 
fresh approach to each day’s  
redading, while providing a clear-
er understanding of the Bible’s  
larger message. 
    Join us in this challenge and 
pick up your Bible from the table 
in the foyer.  Invite your family 
and friends to join you! 
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It Was so Simple 
What Christian ever tires of  

hearing the Christmas story? First 
we hear about the Angel Gabriel. 
He was a busy guy, delivering  
messages from God. He must have 
enjoyed this task, though, because 
he was bringing good news. To 
Mary he said, “You’re going to have 
a son, and you shall call His name  
Jesus.” To Joseph, who under-
standably was a little unsure of how 
to proceed with Mary, Gabriel said, 
“Don’t worry Joseph. This is God’s 
doing. Mary’s going to have God’s 
Son.” Simple, right? Just follow 
God’s plan. 

Then there’s a decree from  
Caesar Augustus. He had no idea 
he was just a pawn in God’s hands. 
As the powerful ruler he was, he 
issued a decree: “Everybody has to 
go to his hometown to be registered 
for the census.” And everybody 
went, including Joseph and Mary. 
Even though Mary’s pregnancy was 
quite advanced, she went on that 
arduous trip. Why not? She was in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s hands, too, although far from 
a pawn. She was God’s channel. 
Through her God would bring to 
earth the  greatest gift ever  
received. 

Just in time, the innkeeper said 
they could stay in his barn – just in 
time for the birth. No hospital and no 
neonatal unit – God brought His 
Son into this world. 

Some poor shepherds were out 
in the fields that night, just like most 
nights. But it wasn’t like most nights, 
for the night sky filled with light as 
angels appeared and “the glory of 
the Lord 

shone around them” (Luke 2:9). 
Those shepherds looked and 
listened, and then they acted. “Let’s 
go see what God’s been doing in 
Bethlehem,” they said to each other, 
and they went. And they believed, 
and they told others what they had 
seen and heard and now believed. 

Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Not  
complicated like the world is today? 
Not exactly true. The world was 
complicated  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

then, too. Political intrigue abound-
ed; wars were being fought; the 
greedy still coveted more and more; 
some people then, as now, were too 
busy to see the angels or hear their 
message. But not everyone! Then 
as now, some will put aside the  
hustle and clamor. 

We’ll slow down and listen for  
angels’ wings, and we’ll hear the 
message of “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom He is pleased!”  
(Luke 2:14). We’ll take time to peek 
into the manger and worship God’s 
Son and we’ll eagerly “[make] 
known the saying that [has] been 
told [us] concerning this 
Child” (Luke 2:17). 

 
 
 
 
 
 


